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very costly girdles of pearls, and if not very fully set, they were
not to appear in her royal presence. The number of pearls
required was more than one hundred and tvrenty, since lady Lisle
sent that number to Anne Basset, one of her daughters, who was
maid of honour to the new queen. But the girdle was not suffi-
ciently rich, therefore the young lady could not exhibit it before
the queen.

As the king's two former wives (though afterwards repudiated
and discrowned; had received the honours of splendid coronations,
he was of course de&irous of thus distinguishing the beloved Jane
Soymour; but her coronation was delayed by pestilence, and still
further procrastinated by promise of the long-desired heir to
the throne. To obviate the chance of his present consort taking
any fancies in her head. Henry graciously announced his intention
of remaining nedr her at Hampton Court, where she took to her
chamber September 10,1537, with all the ceremonies appertaining
to the retirement of an English queen in her situation. An
insalubrious state etiquette after Jane had taken to her chamber
(according to the queenly custom), obliged her to confine herself
therein a whole month, and dining this long space of time the
royal patient was deprived of the needful benefits of air and
exercise; but, after all, it is expressly declared, by a circular notifi-
cation, ''that the queen wa& happily delivered of a prince on
Friday, October 12, being the vigil of St. Edward's day, and had
she been kept in a state of rational quiet, it is probable she might
have recovered. But the intoxication of joy into which the king
and the court were plunged at the appearance of the long-desired
heir of England, seemed to deprive them of all consideration of
consequences, or they would hdve kept the bustle attendant on
the ceremonial of his christening far enough from her. It took
place on the Monday night after the birth of the prince. The
procession commenced in Jane's very chamber, where regal
etiquette imperiously demanded that she should play her part in
the scene, nor was it likely that a private gentlewoman raised to
the queenly state would seek to excuse herself from anything
pertaining to her dignity, however inconvenient. It was the rule
for a queen of England, when her infant was christened, to be
removed from her bed to a state couch. The baptism of the
prince took place by torchlight, in the chapel of Hampton Court,
where the future defender of the reformed religion was presented
at the font by his sister and Catholic successor, the princess
Mary. There, too, unconscious of the awful event that had
changed her foarbimeS in the dawn of her existence, after she had
been proclaimed heiress of the realm, came the young motherless